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Large purchase of M. Mouse Comics, pre - war 
and later . Some fine bound volumes. Excellent copies 
recently bound . Please state particular interests. Also 
over 800 single issues of this prestigious comic. 

Still lots of sub - standard stock at! price . Always 
in the buying mood for suitable items. Top prices paid. 

All Howard Baker Facsimiles and Book Club 
specials. Complete range. So much to offer~ Please 
specify particular wants. Satisfaction always . 

The Gem Index. A catalogue of St. Jim's stories. 
A unique record. £3.50, post free . By Lofts and Adley. 

Visitors always welcome, but please ring first'. 

NoRMAN SHAW 

84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

LONDON SE19 2HZ 

Tel . 01 771 9857 

Nearest Station B .R. Crystal Palace 
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. ... 

·your ·Editor's Greeting. 
A Personal Chat with All My .Friends, at 

Home and Abroad. 

CALL AT A CHURCH BAZAAR~ 

On the Fr iday evening I had been reading the November C .D. in 

which our contributor, Mr . Len Wormull, drew atte ntion to the book 

"Murder at Schoo l" by Jame s Hilton, which he had come across in a 

Publi c Librar y . He enjoyed the book, and recommended it. 

On the Saturday afternoon, J happened to be in Farnham . J was 

st rolling a long towards the ca r park where my nephew had le ft hi s Mini, 

and noticed a ball, outside which was a notice "Church Bazaar Now In 

Progre ss" . 1 always like a Church Bazaa r where the lad ies do so mu ch 

work to help the cause . And there is usua lly a sta ll of old bookR ::it th ese 
··--- - - -~ ··--- - -- ·---- ·--- --·--·- -- · 
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funct ions . So, although I know nothing about the Church concerned , in I 
went. 

There was a giant booksta ll , with hundreds of old books di splayed 
for sa le . By a curious coinc iden ce , on the very top of lhe dh,play was a 
Pan pape rb ack . I was attracted first of all by the publisher 1 s price , 
printed on the front - 2/-, (This particular Pan was printed in 1953.) 

So. so ft - hearted by the two bob , I took note of the title . "Was ll 
Murder ?" by James Hilto n . Inside , under the new tit le again , was the 
information "Orig inall y 'Murder at School' " . The ve r y book of which I 
had been rea ding Mr. Wormull' s report the night before . 

Natur ally , I bough t iL They charged me 5p, It is a beautiful 
copy , so the Chu rc h was not out to make money on any exa ggera ted scal e . 

"Mur der at School" was firsl publis hed in 1931, and the period is 
actu all y s tressed by one chara cter aski ng anot her: "Have you seen the 
play ' Young Woodl ey' which i s running in London?" That play was on at 
the Sav oy Theat re , starr ing I thi nk , Frank Lawton, at about the time the 
book was be ing written. 

One wonders just why the title was changed in later yea rs . 
Possibl y bec au se "Murd er at School" might sound like the Magnet, while 
"Was it Mur der?" might appea l to a more mature public. 

I could not truthfull y say that I have found it compulsi ve re ading , 
but it hel d my int eres t , there are unexpected twists, and the outcome is 
never obvious. 

A boy is kill ed by a heavy gas br acket falling on him from the 
dormitory ce ilin g , where there are a numb er of such heavy brackets . 
For me , that bi t dated the s tory. It seems unlikely that a public sc hool 
would have its do rm ito ries lit by heavy ga s bracket s in the early thi rties. 
Marmaduke turned off the g-as at the mete r at St . Jim' s and plunged the 
sc hoo l into da rkn ess - but that was in 1906 . Levison, in his secre t 
hiding place in "Nobody ' s Study" found a way of plunging the room into 
darkness by interfering with the gas pipe , but that dellghtfull y 
atm ospheric story appeared in 1912 . 

In all my li fetime , I have never known a school illuminat ed by 
ga s . It wou ld have been mos t unlik ely in 1931. 

In the st ory, a pr efect sleeps in a bed in the dormitory of which 
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he it:> in. cha rgb '\Vben the p .refe ct i.::; away a ma::,ter bai::; tu occupy that 
bed in the dor mito ry . It .,ee med a oit unr ea l. Ye t Hilt 0n was a pupil 
him::;elf a.t the Lay s School in Camb r idg e . Pu s sib ly he wr ote of thing ~ as 
he r emembe red them many ye ar s ear li e r . 

Hilton ' s most famous work was the love ly "Good- bye , Mr " Chips" , 
whi ch I had many years ago . but 1 seem to r emember it a s a shortish 
tale , mor e of what the y call "novela 11 length . Not much more than a 
pamphl e t . I cann ot recall being im pre sded by the book, unle s1:1 my 
mem ory i s pl ayi ng t r icks . But the pla y and the film were unforgettabl e . 

Maybe I re ad "Was it Mur der ?" with a mi ld heartache " I don't 
read the works of modern thriller writers . I mi s s thos e famou s autho r s 
who charmed the hours with their ps ychological thr ille rs and ta les of 
deduction in the thirties and forties . People like Agatha Chr i stie , 
Freeman Wills Crof ts , Joh n Rhode , Austi n Freeman, Roy Vickers , 
Clif ford Witting ; Anthony Gilb ert , and others . When they pa sse d on, 
the y left gaps which seem ne ver t o have been filled . 

WHERE THE SNOW LAY DINTED 

In the cha rm ing Chris tmas card he sent us ~ Mr . Maurice Hall 
wrote : "Pi ty th ese modern hou ses are without co al fires . - Wre tched 
central heating . " 

How who lehe artedly I ag r ee with Maurice t Central beating means 
less work , and , if it is a good syste m , makes the whole hous e wa r mi sh. 
But in the re cent cold sna p, with snow eve r ywhe ce , and icy bla i:.ts 
blowing out::!ide , some how one never felt reall y warm and cos y as we did 
at home in the old day s , round a bla zing co al and log fire , with the cat 
stretched out on the mat in front of us " F ancy if we had read "In a 
chilly Wharton Lodge , Colon el Wharton and the boys sat , telllng ghost 
stori es , rou nd the radiato r . " It wouldn ' t have been the s ame , would it ? 

HAPP Y NEW YEAR 

"God holds the key of all unknown , and I am glad , " So goes the 
beautiful old hy mn, a great favourite of some of our Muthei ·s . By the 
t ime you re ad these lin es ., we shall have crossed the threshold int o 198 20 
Nobody on eart h knows what the New Year will b r ing- to the wor ld , to our 
co untry , and to us and our families . I take this oppo rt unit y to wish you 
all , and your loved ones , a Ver y Happy and P ro sperous New Year , God 
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bles s you a ll , my very dear friend s . 
THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * y * * * ;+t * * * * * * ** * * * * * * 

JANUARY 1932 

DannyS Diary 
The Modern Boy has now been per manentl y enlarg ed to 32 pag es , 

which is a step in t he ri ght dire ction ~ The re is not tnuch cha nge tn the 
progr amm e of stories at pr e sen t . Alfre d Edga r has a sc ience fic ti on 
series about wei r d creat ures who live in ci t ies far below the eart h ' s 
su r fac e. G . E . R ocheste r' s stories about P or son ' s F lying School are 
just a bit too farci c al to be up my s t re et. Mur ray Rober ts ' s serie s 
about Cap tain Justice, the Sea Rover, are good of their type . Capt . 
Frank Shaw has a series about the Air Musketeers . 

In one Modern Boy thi s month there is an illustrated article about 
the making of the wonderfu l M .G . M. film "Ben Hur" which star s Ram on 
Novarro . It is not a new film , of course . It was a silent mast erpiece 
and r an at the Tivoli in the Strand fo.l'.' a yea r about 1926 . It is now issue d 
with music and sou nd accompaniment , and it is as wonderful as ever . 

The ye ar has not started off very well so far as the weat her goes o 
On the 9th there wer e terrible p:ales and heavy rain all over Britain , 
and flooding everywhere , espe ciall y at Monmouth where the Rive r Wye 
overflowed its banks o 

A thriller series all this month in the Nelson Lee . Six St . 
Frank's Fourth - formers disappear . They have been kidnapped by a gang 
of crooks , and are given a drug which destroys their wili - power so the y 
become slaves of the gang . The opening stor y of the month is "The House 
of Sec r ets" . Next tale is "The My stery of the Smugglers' Cave" in which 
yet another boy, Stanley Waldo , disappears . Then "The Return of 
Pr ofesso r Zingrave" , who direc ts the sinister gang from Crag House . 
Next "The Captives of the Crag House" . Nelson Lee himself become::; a 
captive of the gang , but , in this final ta le of the series , Nippe r & Co . 
turn the tables and rescue the pr isonerso 
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Th1::: r1B~t ta le b "The Monste.c of Moat Holh.,w" . Handy and hi s 
friend8 set out to find a trea8ure , and fm d in ~tead a fe .cc,ciou~ gorilla . 
Thi!:! is the sta.ct of another th r iller se:cies , 

The ta les are exc iti ng , if far - fetc hed 1 but St . Fr ank' bas a 
school doesn 't seem to figure much rn them , 

In the Boys ' F r iend Lib rary thi8 month there io "The Rio Kid' 8 
Enemy'' . This is the seri es about Black Gt:Ol'gt>, the outlaw whu gue8 
about his ev il h old - Upi:i wear ing a black mai:;k. 

A t the pictu r es thi s :month we have ::,een Glcr-ia Swanson in 
' 'lnriisc.reet 11

, but Glori a h s not a favourite of mir1e; George Arli8s in 
11The Millionair e n whic h is fme , and in the same pr ogram me wa& a new 
La ut'el & Hardy two-reeler "Be Big" . J ack Holt in "Fifty Fath oms 
Dee p" ; F re deric March and Claudett e Colber t in 11Honour Among Lovers" 
whi ch was good ; Norma Shea!'e r and Clar k Gable in "A Free Soul" , a 
drama tic ta le I li ked a lot . .fina lly . Owen Nares in a Briti sh film "The 
Middle Watch" . 

Ther e has been a mutin y at Da r tmoor in real life . A hundr ed 
c o.avic ts attack ed ward ers , and i,_.aprisaH! tbe governor in his office . 

Lovely mont h in the Gem , Fi r .st ta le i s "Banned by the Beaks" " 
It ' s the school magazine "Tom Merry' e Weekl y" which is banned 1 s o the 
boys pl"mt it in the night . 

In " Love lorn Gussy1 '; Art hur Augustu s fa lls La love wi th Eth el 
Courtney , the Head ' s niece . "Th e Sne ak of the Shell" is the next one i 
and the "sneak" of the title is Tom Mer ry , or so it see ms . A 
manuscript be longing to Her r Schneide r dh:iappea.rs . The culp r it is 
Gore . Next is "The Myste ry of the Hut '\ which r e intr oduces F er r e rs 
Locke with Tom Merry and hi s chums a s hi s nine. assistant s . Finally 
"Puddin gs and Pains at St. J im ' s" 1 a very mirthful story in which 
Figgin s makes a fig - pudding , and puts syr up of figs in it - to the g-reat 
disco mfort of a numbe r of people . 

The Rookwood tales in the Gem are "Morn y Comes a Cropper" 
in which Morn y hide s a fiver to annoy Mr . Greel ey - and then Morny 
can't find the five r ; "Han so m Doe s the Handsome"; "Newcom e' s New 
Idea" when Newcome reads gang-ster sto r ie s and talks like a gangst e r; 
"Tubb y' s Winning Goal"; and ' 'Tom Raw son's Enemy " in which Peele 
g'oes in for a sc holars hip to stop Rawson getting it . Nothing to writ e 
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home about , and not by the real Owen Conques L 
The first regular ai r - mail bas started , from London to Cape 

Town , so a letter to South Africa now only takes four days from door - to
door . 

I have had the Union Jack mos t week s this month . My fir8t one 
is ''Planned from Pa r isn which brings back Mlle " Roxane to the U .J . 
The story is by G o H . Teed , and tells of the esc ape of Louis Martinel 
from Devil's I sland where he was serving a life sentence . Next "Th e 
Tree of Ev il" by Rex Hardinge , set in Africa , and int ro ducing Lobang u 
and Sir Rich ard Losele y. Finally , "Reece' s Recruit" by Robert Murra y , 
another ta le of the Criminals' Confederation . The st r ange Insp ector 
Anstey is anxious for Dir k Dolland to join the C .C. ·· and Dolland is 
willing to oblige . 

In the New Year's Honour s List . P ri ncess Mary is now given 
the title of the Princess Royal. 

Two grand tales in the Schoolboys' Own Library . "Ba rred by 
the Form" is Bob Cherry . Maj or Cherry is not pleased with his son's 
progress , and so Bob has to sit for an examination . There ar e all sorts 
of misunderstandings , and everybody seems to turn against Bob. 
"Rivals on the Warpath" is a story about the compet ition between the 
School House at Sto Jim's and the New House . It is great fun . At the 
fin i sh there is a very fUtlny bit wher e Mrs o Stumper comes to answer a 
matrimonial advert which she thinks Mr, Ratc liff has put in the pape r . 

"Yo u are not a young man as you stated , " said Mrs . Stumper 
rather severely . "I should put you down as fifty - six or seven . " 

"Madam , I - I am fift y ; but - -" 
''Very good . I am twent y- nine, 11 said Mrs . stumper , two whole 

de cades slipping inadvertently from her memory . 
When I told my brother Doug about it , he was very toffee - nosed . 

He said it is bad form to make jokes about ladies and their ages . But 
later on I saw him reading "Rivals on the Warpath" , and he was 
laughing fit to bust. 

Grand month in the Magnet . The year opened with the la.st story 
of the series about Christmas at Mauleverer Towers . It is called "The 
Sec re t of the Turret'', and it is Bill y Bunter who is the means of lifting 
the shadow which has been over the Chr istmas part y . One of tbe best 
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Christmas series ever . 
Next week . still at Maule vere:r' 'I'ower s 1 another seri e s starts 

with "Bunte r's Night Out" .. A waif (and pickpocket) named Flip , does a 
serv ice for Billy Bunte r , and Bunte r i s trul y g-rateful . And F lip 
bec ome s devoted to Bunte~ "Such a gr and gentleman ~" Bunter asks 
Maulevere r t o arr ange for Fli p to go to Gr eyfria r s . and Mauly, 
sur-_prised that Bunte r has not asked for somt::tbing for him se lf , agree ::;. 
In the next tal e "Th e Ter r or of th& For m" , Flip makes things hum in the 
Second Form . and is st .ill devoted to his her o, Bunter " 

Next "Billy Bunte r 1s vce rt t' " in which Bunte r , aided by Flip , 
goes in for gambling . Lovel y sequ ence s in this tale . Fmall y , "Bold 
Bad Bunter" in which Bunter drenc hes Mr . Quelch with a squirt ~ Flip 
takes the blame and is to be puni shed , but Bunter confesses , And the .re 
is a new master in the Rem ove , wbile Mr , Quelch recovers . The new 
man is Mr . Lagden , but Flip recognises him as a cracksman . Jimmy 
the One ~ This lovely series goes on next month ~ 

(EDIT ORIAL COMMENT : S. O. l. No. 163 is the fit'l.t part of t he S- stocy series of the 

a utumn 1926 Magnet . Thi .s series about Bob Che rry i n trouble with friends and m asten; has 

never seemed to me to ha.-e been partic ul arly popul ar. It was , in some way s, a re-t'un of 

the theme of the Hany Wharton , Rebel sede s of rn months earli er. Maybe th e Bob ChelT}' 

sede.s a ppe ar ed too cl ose on to the Rebel seties. Misunde..st:indings caroe thick and fast in 

both serie s , but Bob Che rry was :i. diffe re nt c har a cter from Whatt on , an d th e misunderst a nding s 

were le ss c onvi nci ng. It m;,.y well hay e been m ·ore su cc essfu l , over five ye a rs later , in the 

S.O . L. 

S. O. L, 164 , "Rivals . on tbe Warpath" wa s a 3-story series from th e Gem of the 

a.utumn of 1921 , a pe r iod when the Gem was just starti ng on its glorious Indian Summe r . T he 

three stories fitted snugly into th e S. O. L. , a nd this is a n excellent volume. 

Of the st.'ories in the Gem in Janu:11y 1931 , ''Bann ed by the Beak~" was originally 

"By Order". "Lovelorn Gussy" had on c e been "D' Arcy's Roman ce" (Gussy falls for yet 

anothel' Ethel); "The Sneak of the Shell " had originally ha d the bleak title "A Sneak" . 

"The Mystery of the Hut" had once been "Stony Broke", a nd "Pu ddings I~ Pains at St . Jim 's" 

was originally "Figgins ' Fig - Pudding " . 
For some unknown reason , the latter story l1a d been mu c h sought after in the war 

yeal'S and t he early twenties , One often cam e on ad v ertise ments for it in the Gem itself. 

Two st ories ol this halfpenny pe r iod were omitted , These were "The Diabolists" 1 

which told of th e D ia b olo c1•a ze and was obv iously dated , though 1 wonder w hether tha t 

r eally m atter ed , The othe r t a le omitted was "Sklmpole 1s Little Scheme" , which was great 

fun in 1908 with Skimpole as a soci alis t . Om itted in 1932 , one would think , for politic a l 
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reasons . One other story of the halfpenny period which was lost entir ely was "The Curate of 

St. Jim 1 ", which introduc ed the Rev . Dodds and was a lov el y cric ket tale . No doubt 

omitted bec aus e it intToduced cric ket at a school named Greyfrian; where th e Junior cricket 

captain was nam ed Ponsonby . The tale ha d only one re - print , and this was in the very early 

Penn y Popul ar.) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
C .D1 s OLDEST READER DIES 

With rea l grie f 9.nd sadnes s we have to report the deat h of Mr. Bill Ed...,ards , of 

Northf leet , Ken t. Mr. Edwards, who w:.s in his 96th ye:1r , was the oldest re'lder of this 

magazine . He co llapsed suddenly early in De cembe r, and died peac efully in hospi ta l two 

days latet: . He had a ve1y deep affe ction for C. D. , and his son has t old me of the gTeat 

pl easure it brought to him in the eventide of his life . 

Bill Edwards remembered taking the very early Boys ' Fr iend , but he had no real 

kn owledge of our late t· papers . But of C. D. he always sii:id: "It is such a lovely little 

magazine". At least once a month he would send me a long le tter , usually ac companied by 

a wad of old newspaper c uttings on various subje cts , Hi letters were tTuly amazing for 9. mrin 

of his ag e , cl.ear ly written in a small hand and full of memories. I never missed replying to 

him, and I am happy to feel that C.D . gave him so much Joy , j ust when, as happens with so 

many very eldel'ly people, he was lonely . A gra nd old gentleman indeed , an d, hel'e "it C. D. , 

we sh all miss him very much. 

• * * • * • * • * * * • * * * * * * * * • * • * * * * i * • * * • * 

Nelson Lee Colurnr1 
A BAD CASE OF THE FAVE RSHAMS by R . Hibb ert 

if there is one thing that a t rue-blue boy detests more than 

anot her it is rank coward ice ' - Edwy Searles BrookS 

'It's not my fault~ It's born in me - I can't help it ~ What's the 

goo d of fighting against a thing that 's in your very blood t ' •· Harr y 

Gr esham . 
Both quotations are taken from pa!_?:e 15 of the 1st New Series 

Nelson Le e Librar y , Issue Numbe r 52. This is dated 30th April , 1927, 

and was titled ' Shunned by St. Frank 's! • 

I 'm a cowar d and nobody seems to notice . But then , I avoid being 

put t0 the te&t. As Confu cius say s, "HE: who ne vdr walks by the .ri ve r 
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bank doesn ' t need to hold thE: Bron.l t Medal of the Royal Life Saving 
Societ y 11, 

Ha rry Gresham - anti - he ro of the ' Fun k of t!t . Fr ank 1s 1 seriei:; ~. 
wa;::, a coward and m_~ body noti ce d . Railwa y porter s - a :res pect ful 
body of men in 192 7 ~ who chanced upon him while going about thei :r 
portcl'ing we re moved to address him , quite sponta neousl y, as ' Young 
1ound and whitt! liv ere d young cur' Hi s sc hool fellows :yelled , 1 Funk !; 
1Cowa r d~ 1 and •Cad ~ at him from Ri sing » ~11 to Lights Out . Some= 
time s they howled , 1 Yah', Funk ~' 1Yah ~ Coward ~' and 'Yah ~ Cad~? 
which makes it tlound worse . 

Har ry - and thi s i s what happ ens if it'~ your fat e to have a key 
ro le in melodram a - was always being put to the te st . Once a day, 
twice a day , on the hour , every hour on a re all y bad day . He never knew 
when he'd be expecte d to face up t o rabi d Al sations or brutal tinkers . 
Harry ran fro m every encoun ter and the re was alway s a vast multitude 
assem bled t o witness hi s dis gr ace. He repr oached himself to s lee p 
most nigh ts . Re was forev er telling him self - and any one who'd lend the 
odd sympat hetic ear - that his cowar dice 'was in the bl ood ' . So~ a 
comp lete funk and habitual breake r of the 5th Commandment . Not a 
pretty sight. Harry Gresham had more than a touch of the Harry 
Fay.ers hams , but, like the hero of ' The F our Fea thers ', he proved 
himself in the end and was true - blue . white all thr ough and as red 
blooded a young Bri t as you'd wish to ha ve by your si de in a Chinat mvn 
br awl. 

The oddest of the sympathe ti c ears belonged to Edward Oswald 
Handforth . 'Handy - P syc ho- analyst ~ 1 That tactless, he av-y handed 
rowdy did a great deal towards getting t o the root of Harry's tro uble< 

It wasn't all in the mind, anyway . There were sin ister outside 
force s at work; vampi res , phantoms 1 shapel ess monsters . Unexpec ted 
stuf f in a story that takes pla ce just after Ea ster. And. lurking in the 
backgrou nd , that r eliabl e standby, THE ONE WHO WOULD INHERI T 
IF ONLY THE HERO WERE OUT OF THE WAY~ 

A good series ; four iss ues; jus t tbe r ight length . 'Miss 
Apprec iati on' who wrote to E .S . B •• and got a menti on in the Between 
Ourselves section of 1st New Series , Number 60 , 25th June, 192 7, 
wanted it twice as long . When I was as old as she was I might have 
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thought th e same but now I steer away from a thi ck book . "At your ag e:, 

wiJl y ou eve r get to th e end?" I ask myself . A li br ary shelf of go od 1 

fat novels puts m e r ight off . Makes me fee l quite fainthearted . But 

the n , lik e I said , I'm a co ward . 

PETTICOAT RULE by R . J . God save 

The re volt of junio Ts at st . Fr ank 's has usuall y been aga in s t tht:! 

repressive rule of temp orary Head mas ters or Housemasters . It is all 

the mu re re ma.ckab le to fi nd that on one occasion th e juni ors revol ted 

agai n s t the good in tenti oned, ye t nusguided se hool auth orit y" 

Thi s startling change in the .cunning of SL F rank 's a s though i t 

were a hi gh sc hool and kin der.g arten was br ought about by a Miss Jane 

Trumb le who inh er it ed her lat e bro the r's enti re fortun e and hi s intere st 

in St . F rank's College o Being a domm ant per so nalit y wit h decided 

opinions she was elected Chairman of the Board of Governo rs , no doubt 

by exerting pressure on the rest of th e Governo rs . 

He r first actio n as Chairman was t o visit St. F r ank ' s Culle ge 

and introd uce some of her id eas on the running of the sc hool. It was 

unfortunate that her v isit to St . Fr ank's coincided with the pub lic 

flogging of a sixth Form prefect fo r an act of gre at brutality to hi s fag . 

This fl ogging great ly incr ease d Mi ss Trumble' s unfounded beli ef that 

the schoo l was contro lled by brutal masters . 
Open ly insl.ll.ting Dr . Stafford in front of the a ss embled sc hool , 

he bad no alt e rnati ve but to hand Miss Trumb le his r esignati on . The 

mas ter s, led by Ne l so n Lee, decid ed that they too would hand in the ir 

res ignati ons unless Miss Trumble apo logi ze to Dr . Stafford . F or a 

pers on of Miss Trum ble 's make-up an apology was unthinkabl e. So it 

was , that being unable to recruit a fresh set of mast ers, Miss Tru mble 

engaged the nec essary mistresses . These lad ies appeared to be so me

what elde r ly and rat her unpleasant. As Miss Trumble informed the 

sc hool 's he did not agree with the principle of havin g ma sters to teach 

the boys . It was ess entiall y a ta sk for women, who wer e more kindl y, 

who und ers tood the little want::. of ch ildren , and who would tea ch lesso n& 

in a much more thorough manner ' . 
No doubt E . S Br ooks realised that he was pres enting the fai r 

ex in an un..favc.urable light by his de scr iptior1 of the mi st res se In an 
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attem pt to alte r the ba lanc e s omewhat he intro duced Mis ti Nixon. who 
wa s to be th e F or m Mistre ~s of the Th ir d Form . She wa s ab out twen ty
two yea r s of age, a quiet , s mall , att r ac tive looking gir l. For her to be 
in char ge of t he Th ir d For m wa8 the wor st kind of har d luck . 

Tr ouble for the Remove was i:soon to come . Miils Trur nble , 
meeting the re tu r n of the Rem ove F ootb all E leven who wc:r e cr os.:sing 
the Tr iang le fro m the playin g fie lds, wa~ sh ocked at the muddy sig ht 
and tr ace s of blood of the footballe rs" The ups hot of thi s wa s that suc h 
a ro ught game was hence fort h for bidden , Catching Fullwood & Co. 
s moking- in Study A cau se d the wit hdrawal of the use of studie s for all 
the R~move boyi:s. 

Befo r e actuall y r evo lti ng , Nipper a sked pe r mi ss i on t o re viv e 
the Jun ior Cad et Corp s . Having the unifor ms and all the equipm ent 
Miss Tr umble agr eed with Nipper that it would keep the boys out of 
mi schi ef if they wer e all owed to pla y at soldie rs . By using a di sused 
barn at the rear of Littl e Side , and by diggi ng tre nch es aro und it , ma de 
it eas y to retire int o the barn and defy Miss Trum ble and the mistr esse s " 

Miss Trumbl e workin g in conjuncti on with Farmer Holt , an old 
enemy of the boys 1 and by the treachery of Fullw ood & Co. allow ed 
Fa r me r Holt to flo od the tr ench es . At this point the cadet s took 
poss e ssio n of the Ancient Hous e and kep t the mis tres ses out of the 
building . Mis s Trumbl e bad no opti on but to r esi gn, and with her 
ladies left the school, Petti coat rul e at St . F r ank ' s wa s at an end . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FO R YOUR DIARY 

The B. B. C . is r epeating the vexy popul ar pro.gramme ''Good Old Gr eyfri ars " on 

Sunday , 10th Ja nua1y, at 10. 15 p. m . If you haven 't he ard it previous ly-, don 't miss it. If 
you he ard it l ast time , then you don't need us to adv ise you to switc h on for a nost a lg ic 

ha lf - hour. It goe s out on Radio 4. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
S.B .L 1st ser ies WANTED. £ 10 offe red No . 197 1 "T he Yellow Face"; £8 - 184 " City of 

Apes" . About SO 2nd serie s st i ll re quired , from £3 each offered. Also ear ly U. J's and 

"Colle c to rs ' Misc ell any ". 

H. OWEN, 28 NARCISS US RD., LONDON, N . W. 6 
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BLAK.IANA 
Conduct ed by J"OS-i:E PACKMAN 

May I t a ke thi s oppo l'tun ity of wishi ng a ll my Blak e rea de rs a very Hap py a nd 

Prosperous New Ye ;tr, if one is permitted to use the t erm p:rosperous in t hese bad ti m es. 
I t rn st y ou will enjoy the a.rtk le s th is mon th , espe cia lly the one about the rat her 

bitter Sexto n Bla ke. Pel'b:.ips someone c a n offe r an exp lanat ion as to why Pau l Hen mg w;tS 

a llow eq t o write such nonsense when th e bes t ta les of Sexton Blake for th e penod , were bei ng 

prin t ed in the Unio n Jac k . It would be interesting to know why the editor · of th e Marv e l 

a llo wed su ch a thing to happen . 
I am sorry to have to st art the Ne w Yea r wi th a grumble , but I h:-..ve only two articl es 

in ha nd for Blalda na , bot h by t he same .iutho.r, so they will be used for Febru a1y and Mar ch, 

but I would like to have some th ing for future months , so ple ase get out your pens f'.nd paper 

and try t o write something for me . 

WHEN CHURCHYARDS YAWN AND THE GRAVES 
GIVE UP THEIR DEAD by Raymond Cure 

"Th e Grea t Waxworks Mystery" a Union ,Jack pres entation for 
Sept ember 1925 , No. 1143, immedia tely ca ught my attention as I 
perused the six cop ies of the Union Jack among my suggested r e ading . 

After all , we do have our very own Waxworks in town, a pla ce I 
visited often in my younger days and even now I sneak in an odd visit , 
the Chamb er of Hor rors being my favourite compa r tment. 

Mind you, I would not like to spend a nig:ht there , the t ro uble 
being I ha ve too much imagination . It must have star ted when as a lad I 
heard the family talking about someone who had taken a bet to spend the 
night in the Chamber of Horrors for £1 OOf rumour was , the chappie came 
out ins ane , though not in our town . 

At this stage I cannot tell y ou the author's name . but I can tell 
you where he got the plot fr om . In lat e 1923 , I hear d of the Chambe r of 
Horror s sleeper and our stor y "The Great Waxworks Mystery" came out 
in 19 25 . (The author was Gwyn Evans . J . P . ) According to the Union 
Jack one Anton y Blai r took a bet of £10 he would sleep the night in the 
Waxworks Mu seum . (He seem s to be doing it at a cut pri ce.) So our 
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story begins :-

"Midnight in the Chamber of Horrors . twelve o' clock when 
churchyards yawn and the gra ves give up thei r dead • , • from ther e on I 
was hooked . If you vis it the Waxworks once a year and call m at the 
Chamber of Horrors you will find it getti ng more friJ?htening- every year . 
if a 1H23 volunteer did it for £100 I would need a couple of tbou::;and fo1 
the job toda y . They have sound effects with some mod~ls nowaday::;. 

Lat the author of "The Gre at Waxwo r k Myste ry" le ad you gently 
by the band onto the sce ne as the bells of Nor mouth Chur ch peal 12 p. m . 
' The Witching Hour' Bla i r murmured to himself when churc hyards yawn 
and gra ves give up their dea d . In the eer ie cri ms on gla re of the solita ry 
lamp he could see the stark uprights of the .replica of the guillotine , The 
wicked looking triangula r blade glint -ed and some how it looked .red - and 
wet . 

Now that should wet one's appetit e for more, the more being Mr . 
Blai r , surrounded by wax effigies of all the top murderers sees one 
(rece ntl y hanged) move towards him striking him down. Coming' round, 
the whole waxworks is afi re . Grotesque faces melting in the bea t , 
r eminding one of Dant es Inferno . Blair was resc ued , hi s .screams hea rd 
from Lands End to John O'Groat s . It is her e that Blake steps in , 

Now a story with a sta rt like that is wo.rth looking into c I should 
not do thi s rea lly , but just hoping the abov e ha s got my re ader in the 
r ight mood , I shall quote the eff ec t s of a ni.ght in the Chambe r of Horrors . 
"Bla ir began to scre am , high pitched hyi:,te rical laug hter\ horri ble to 
hea r that brok e off into a coughing gurg le" end of quote . 

So one can se e why I conf ine my vi sits to the local Chamber of 
Horrors to daytime only . Do not think our auth or ba s finished with you 
yet , he is out to reduce you to a nervous wreck " He will take y ou to 
watch Sext on Blake biding behind a huge stone angel in the field of the 
dead ; while the criminal scoops earth from a gra ve. WelH as 
Ebene ezer Scrooge said to Marley 's Ghost , "There is more of gra vy 
than gra ve in you . ' ' Still you ha ve got t o admit it's all pretty scarey . 
However , I suggest you borrow a copy fr om Josie's Pa ckman ' s Sexton 
Blake Libra ry , but if perhaps your wife has to take you, screaming , all 
the way to your favou r ite Psyc hologi st , don' t blame me . 

·------ - - - -- --- ~·~- ----



Pag e 16 

SEXTON BLA KE PLA YS SECOND E1DDLE by D .H . 

What has Jack , Sam and P ete got to do wit h Sexton Bla ke? Weli , 
if you will bea r with me for jm;t a spe ll. I will expl ai n . It all began with 
an ar ti cle on J o S. & P, in the Coliectors' Dig est . My interest was 
aro u se d , so I wrote to No-rman Shaw for some "Ma rve ls " which he was 
se lli ng at a spec ia l and very reasona ble pri ce . When the pa r cel arrh ed 
I put my U . J 1s to one side and got stu ck int o the Marvels< 

I enjoye d the adventure::; of the t r io which to ok pla ce in var ious 
parts of the worl d , as well a.s the uther stor ie s which app eare d in the 
paper . Then I came to No , 133 of that publi cati on which was dated 
l L 8< 06 an d in whi ch app eare d a sto ty ent itled "On Special Servic e" by 
Paul Herrin g . The star of the story was De tecti ve Shirle y Ste ~l of 
Scot land Yar d and this was the fir ·st time I had ever heard of a man wit h 
wha t has alwa ys be en c onsidered a girl ' s name, 

Now, men atta ched to th e Yard cou ld not offi ci ally have young 
as si stants li ke thei r pr ivate co unterp a r t s , but Steel had an unoffi ci al 
assistan t in Dick Hope 9 boy re port er, who in turn had th ree new sb oys to 
help him , known as Dic k Hope ' s "Awkwar d Squad" . As the author put it , 
they wer e alw ays on acti ve serv ice and Sexi on Blake env ied the sma r t 
a s si sta nce the y re ndere d Sco tl and Yar d ag ainst whi ch he had bitter 
feeling so 

Surely t hi s ca nnot be th e sa m e Blake we re ad about in the Union 
J ac k , who wa s on ve ry good ter m s wit h all who wor ked in the la r ge red 
bric k build ing on the Tham es Emba nkm ent . But sur e enou gh it was . He 
ba d a yo ung ass i st an t named Tinke r . Perhap s this story de al s wit h a 
ve ry young Blake befor e he had m atu re d and come to know all the men of 
Sc otl an d Ya r d bett er , He complaine d to Steel that th ey inter efered with 
his cases , pu t obst ac les in hi s way at every opport uni ty an d compla ine d 
bit terl y that they nev e r ga ve hi m any cre dit for his successes ~ Thi s is 
ce r tainl y not th e Blak e we a re ac cu stomed to , the m an who solve d cases 
tha t baffled Scotl and Ya.rd ye t le t all the kudo s go to them . 

All thro ugh the sto ry Steel t akes the le adi ng role whil e Blake 
pla ys a supp orti ng one . 

Th e names of th e cha r acters were m ost unu sual , to say the least . 
The re was Bob Br idle , a joc key 1 a Mr o South Ham pt on, a Ger man crook 
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called Max Gr ubble , and an American di tto re3o icing in the nam e of 
Hir am Snaffl e o And for the very first tim e I came across Blake being 
addr esse d as "Se~ on11

, 

DO YOU RE MEM BER ? by Roger M , Jenkins 

No, 1'74 - Boys' Fri end 3d. Lib rary Noo 383 - "After Light s Out" 

The Hamilton sc hools were only spora dicall y re pre sentt::d in the 
old Boys ' Friend month ly li brary , often by re print s or substi tute 
storiias , bur ther8 ,~~r e a hru1dful of or igin a ls by the genuin e autho r 
himst:lf 1 and the St . Jim 1 s story, 11Aft.e.c Ligh ts Out" (or 11Exp e1Jed from 
~t. Jim 's " , to give it it s su b- titl e) was one of the las t to ba written . It 
was certainty the mos t dramatic of all Martin Cli fford's cha racter 
studies to appear in th is for mat , starr ing Racke, Carde w , and the 
refor med Le vison . with Levi son minor in a s tr ong suppor ting: role - in 
other wor ds 1 all the late r additions to the St , Jim's ca8t , including 
Gr undy . Trimbl e , and Clive, were in evide nce. The old faithfuls , lik e 
Tom Merry and Blake, were little more than a Gr eek chorus " 

The plot was s impl e enough in it s theme, but the cha racters 
were move d about with all the skill an d subtl e ty of a mast er chess pla yer . 
It involve d Ca rde w br eak ing boundt; with Ra cke and Crooke t o play cards 
wit h Lodgey at the Green Man . Levison tr ied va inly to dissuad e Card ew, 
and the tbree encountered a t r amp who was later to play a major part in 
the story . Backe was lat er bruta lly ass ault ed by the tramp , and he 
blamed Levison , who wa s adjudged guilt y and expe lled . 

Eric Fa yne c onside rs that thi s sto ry was originall y int ended to 
const itu te a series of three in the Gem; and I feel sure that thi s theory 
i s cor rec t. The 39 chapter s br eak up nic ely into th ree sections , e ach 
ending on a not e of clima x, the first being where Ra cke is lying sense 
less in the grass , and the seco nd with Leviso n esc aping from Nobody' s 
study o Th e gr eat my st ery, however , is why these stori es neve r 
appeared in the Gem as or iginall y intend ed, espec iall y as so many 
substitut e stories wer e beginn ing to be publis hed at this time . Card ew 
arr ived in March 1917 1 and by the summer of that ye ar the 20 page Gem 
had shr unk to 16 pa ges . As "Aft er Lights Out" fea tu res a cr icket 
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match , it is poss ible that these three St. Jim 's sto ri e s were by that dat e 
tuo long for their intended format . If that is the case . we can feel 
?:r ateful that we still possess the tale in its unabridged form , especially 
in view of its high qualit y and enthralling dr ama . 

Th~ war was beginning to impinge on the stories in a numbe r of 
ways: Mr . Railt on 's war wound led him to walk fot' an hour in the 
quadrangle at night; the juniors had war teas; Racke used to break the 
food regulatio ns by maki ng forbidden purc hases at Rylc ombe ; and Mr c 
Rack e himself was a purse - p:coud wa r profiteer . who sent hi::, son to St. 
Jim 1 s to make 1nobby 1 acquaintances and gain the poliah so necessary to 
the parvenu . How successful hi s scheme was may be j udged by Gussy's 
innocent remarks to Rack e when visiting him in the school sanatorium: 
''I symp athise with any chap who is down on bis luck , and I should nevah 
think of wememberinr I at a moment like this , what a wottah you are' . " 

* * * * * * * * * * ********,le********** 
THE BATH MAGNET CLUB by W. O. G . Lofts 

That Magnet and Gem Clubs existed befor e the Second World War , 
whilst the papers were still running , can be prove d by letters and 
advertisements in the various Companion Papers c orresp ondence 
columns o How they were conducted . number of readers , and activities 
so far one has not been able to dete rm ine - that is until recently. Until 
then ., I had alwa ys assumed that tbe y were run. by groups of enthus ia stic 
schoolboys wit h per haps a doz en members where the main acti vity was 
swopping old copies . Maybe also some prod ucin g their own litt1e 
magazine in a very amateur way . Thank s however to a memb er of the 
Western Club , I was able to pe ruse the Club magazine of one of these 
organisations. and was impressed by its presentation , Professional 
type of printing 1 and its contents which contained editors chat , quiz ze s, 
answers to queries , and art icles all written in an intelligent vei n . 
Apart from the ed i tor, there was a sub-editor , and even President , plu s 
details of a Club Libra ry which contained hard cover books by popular 
authors . 

Curious to lea r n more about The Bath Magnet Club , I decided to 
track down the editor after a gap of some forty years - when I was lucky 
in the fac t that he was still living in the Spa City of Bath . Despite not 
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rt: ading a Magn et or Gem for fort y ye ar s . I found A . S . R , Austin co
operati ve , and happy to ta lk about thos e izood old days when be was a 
Gramma r School pupil . The Clttb i::ltarte d about 1937 when the magazin e 
was entit led ' The Realm ' having then 36 pag es . The re were IJYer l 00 
memb ers . half of Lhetn living in Bath , and the re st as far afi el d ai:, 
Huns tant on - Thay did bav~ mee tin~ s of sor ts , when he cons idere d hi m 
se lf lik e St~ John in -pre aching- the gosp e l in getting boys to buy 
rBgLLlady the Mag·riet and Gem . At tim e s a s many as thi r tJ bays would 
be crammed in to bi8 front ro om . wi th his Mother bUpplyi ng tea and 
ca ke s .. The Club Libr ary was eJ"lormou s with 'Magnet and Gem No . 1 
upwar ds for loan , as well as man y issu es of Ndso n Lee Librar y . Mot>l 
popular cha racte r s at Gr eyfr ia rs wer e Harry Wharton and Bob Cherry , 
with Bunter ver y much di slik ed. It was sus~ cted many tim~s ana dis 
cussed that F rank Richards / Martin Cliffo r d/ and Owen Conques t wer e all 
the sa me auth or , but alwa ys di.::imissed as im pos sible f.or one man to pen 
all the material. The Club fold ed as exp ec ted at the Second Worl d War . 
He jo ined the Fl ee t Air Ar m as av'iator . Was shot down by Me109F , 
sur vived and is now Secreta r y to sever al famous organi satio ns - Patron 
the Queen , inc luding the RoyaJ Smithf ield Club e He considered that the 
President ~ R . H . Ponting , was the re al brains behind the Club, being an 
expe r t , but he had left Ba th many years pr evious , and had lost touc h . 

'!'r acing R. H . Pontrng was fa r fr om eas y1 bm e'V~ntua lly found 
in the Mid]ands 1 he was co- operati ve. and yet another case of an old 
Gr eyfr ia r s boy ma de good ~ Such wa s the influen ce of F rank Richa rds' 
wr iting s and k..riowledge of language s on him , that he went on to Bri sto l 
Unive rsity fro m Gramma r School wher e be stud ied and passed with full 
honours - F re nch . Germ an , Latin , Gre ek and even Russian . Over the 
years he had had the di st inctioh of teachin !; at Manchester Univers ity as 
well as teac hing other teache r s'. In answering my questionnai re , he 
went even better by typing me an essa y on his interes t and Magnet love 
as a sc hoolboy. His fath er b&ing an architect he used to draw man y maps 
of Gre yfr1ars , as well as entering in note - books all the littl e pe rso nal 
detail s about the characters , Pr obably the best writer they had in the 
Bath Magnet Club Magazine was a chap named T . U G . Fuller who 
became a j ourn ali st , and who penn ed a so true to this day ar ticle 
'Charact er s That Will Never Die' - he was al so r unning The Romfo r d 
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Magnet Club . 
All in all he ha d long concluded that the Magnet and Gem contained 

literature tha t bore some relati on to the life of a schoolbo y in hi s ea r ly 
teens . .More important 1 it was appearing cur rentl y and re gular ly , and he 
could look forward t o some s ort of development parall e l to his own lif e . 
Another mea::mre of the dominance of Gre yfr iars in his lif e was the fa ct 
that whene ver hi s English maste r required him to wr it e a chara cter 
sketch he alwa ys chose a G.reyfr iars char acte r to enla r ge On o 

He want ed to lu xuriate in the Gr eyfriars coun try side , he wanted 
t o get inside that scene , to board the boats Wharton & Co o .ruwed or 
punted in . When swimming in the Ri ver Avon , eve ry second in t;he 
wate:r he half expec ted to see a pur1t drift by with Mauly reclining in it. 
He loved the Holida y series and those overseas . He has alwa y s r ecalled 
a cover of a blue and gold Magnet with Bunte r on a camel beholding th e 
pyr amids . He could assure anyone that the pyramids themselves would 
have be en enchanted by being seen by the heroes of Greyfriars ~ 

P . S. A lette r appear ed in the 'Blake Answers Back' column in The Gem 
in J uly 1939 by A . S. R . Austin , only a few is sues on from where 
a photograph appeared of a Robert Whit er. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
REVIEW 

HOLIDAY ANNUAL 1982 (Howard Baker: London 
£7 .95) 

This late .st edition.of a deservedly popular series is well up to the high standa rd of its 

predecessors. For the St. Jim's fap ther e is a heartwarming Christ mas story in the Gem's 

Chri stmas Numbe r of 1931, whicb, in its turn, was Tom Meny' s first Christmas in the Gem 

o f 1907. The story was fully co vered in last month's C.D . when Danny re cor ded in his Diary 

that he had purchased it . Feat uring a number of old favourites like Marmaduke Smythe and 

the Rev . Dodds, it is a happy tale without much plot , but packed with all th e atmosph ere of 

a long a.go Christmas. "St . Jim's for Merrie Christmas" is the 1931 title . 

Greyfriars enthusiasts ar e well-catered for in three single Magnets from the mid 

twent ie s . "Poor Old Bunter" is the amusing one abo ut Bunter seeking time off from school , 

owing to the uncertain illness of an ev er-chang ing re lative. Bunter 's object is to m ake use of 
Coker 's ticket for a perform;i.n c e at th e Cou rtfield Thea t re Royal . 

"Coke r 's CI'oss- Words " finds the Fifth - form giant composing a puz:tle in line with the 



Page :n 

cr osswot'd m.ani a which was the n h itt ing the nat io n, Crosswords came fro m th e States thoug h 

t he first was invented by a n Englishm an , acc ord ing to a ll acc ounts . This must be a ta le of 

mys te ry - the mystery bei ng how anyone , wh o spell ed like Coker , ever got into a sc hoo l like 

Greyfriars. 
"The Barri ng of Bunter" finds t he Owl sen t to Coven try , a sil ent place which i s not 

up Bunte r's str ee t at .all , The re is g-reat fun and excit emen t when he has a pla n for re veng e 

on th ose respons ible for hi s st,ay in Cov ent ry . 

"The Spe ct re of Ha ndforth T owera" is the Christm as Nu mber of the Nelson Lee 

Library, dat ed Christ m as Day l92S . Myste r ies - -rea.l ones this ti me - a nd th ri ll s, abound in 

th e ty pe of ~tory in whi c h E. S. Brooks ex~elled , Blown up to Magnet and Gerp si:ee , this, 

one is partic ul ar ly attr act ive for eyes whi ch a.-e no longe r young , It is a spl endid prese ntati on. 

Intl'Oduce d by an artic le from the pen of Mary Cadogan comes the Christm as Numbe r 

of the Sc hool g ir ls' Own, dated Chr istm as Eve 192 1. This , t oo , is blown up a litt le in size , 

wit h mu ch adva ntage , and it is ja m - pac ked - or min ce- pie - packed - wit h seasonabl e tal es 

and items . 
Last, but by no mea ns least , comes the Union Jack Christmas Numbe r for 1932 , 

"The Masked Cino lle rs" by Gwy n Evans. Flawlessly reprod uced , it m ak es de lightful read ing . 

"Something for E-rerybody " a nnou nces the publ ishe r's blurb . And , believe me , it is 

an ac cur:\t e summ ing - up . A splendi d book , well-deserving of an honoured place in y our 

libra ry, af ter it has given yo u hours an d hours of gorgeous readin g. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR is the wish of ST UART WHITEHEAD to all Old Boys a nd 

Gir ls everywhere . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED : "Dark Hi ll" and "Sown Winds" , both by aut horess Winifred Duke. "Our Spoons 
Cam e from Woolwo rths" (-auth or unknown ); "Sea led Door of Love" by Pame la Wynne. 

MRS. D. DOYLE, COURTNEY KING HOUSE 

EASTERN RD. , BRIGHTO N, SUSSEX. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SALE; Books of Biggl es, Just Willi am , Enid Blyton , many 1920 school books ; a ll £ 1 and 70p 

ea ch . Stra nd Maga1ine boun d £3 ; Sex t on Blake Library £ 1 eac h; Wizard, Rover , Hotspur , 

Adventure: offers! 

OLYMPUS, SANDFORD MILL RD. , CHELMSFORD, ESSEX 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * 
WANTED : Sexton Blake Sec ond Series. Numbers 365 , 417, 425 , 437 , 445 , 453 , 477 , 493 , 

517, 556 , 572 , 575 , 579 , 606 , 636 , 652 , 670 , a ll by Jonn G. Brandon. 

Please quote your pric e . 
J. ASHLEY1 46 NJCHOLAS CRESCENT , FAREHAM 

HANTS ., POIS SAH. FAREHAM 234489 
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The Po,f 11an O~l/td (Intert:sti ng items from the 
Ed itor 's letle1 ·- bag) 

'T'ONY GLYNN (Man chester): I think i.t wa s Toddy, the .:iecond of 

"Helen' d Babies" . who wanted lo see "the wheels go wound" . Toddy . if 

I remember . was thb younger of the two . 
"Helen' 8 Babies" was written by John Habberton . an Amer ican 

Journalist who was a veteran of the civ il war and I think it wa., first 

published about 1875 Somewher e in the book , the narrator makt::s 

reference to hi 8 own service with the Union army . 

I first encountered "Helen's B' s" when I was about 14 and ar1 old 

lady who was a friend of my grandmother , gave me an old copy . Some

where down the ye ar s , I lost it . I remember my grandmot her telling me 

that she had enJoyed the book in her young days (she was born in 1868) . 

I think it was a great favourite on both s ides of the Atlantic . 

It's strange how the "wheel s" quote keeps crop ping up. Some 

ye ar s ago ~ a girl I worked with, much younger tha n myself , suddenly 

trotted 1t out in some circumstances or other and it turned out that she 

was an "HB '1 fan . She loaned me her treasured copy and I enjoyed it all 

over again . 
Habberton wrote a sequel "Helen 's Other Babi es" . I tried it in 

my youth , but the cha rm of the original was not there . 

ESMOND KADISH (Hendon): Your mention of "Hel en's Bab ie~" touched 

a respons ive chord in my memory. I remember borrowing it from the 

Library in my Junior School and chuckling away as I read it . Then I 

rec alled that I sti ll have my old school exe r cise-boo k in which we had to 

"review" various works of fiction . I found my exercise-book - and there 

it was' . A review of "Helen's Babie s" by John Habb ert on, my review 

dated 8th June , 1934 . Toddie and Budge ar e the two young sprigs whose 

doings are reco r ded by their uncle , and I see that I was amu se d by an 

inc id ent wher e Toddie is standing on the window-s ill explaining tbat he 

is Jonah , cas t up by the whale. 
Appar ently I ha d also rea d thre e of Henty' s books: "When London 

Burned 1
' . "Beric the Briton" , and "With Wolfe in Canada" . Other books 

reviewed were "Ta ngl ewood Tales" , "Han s Brinker" , and 11The Cri cket 
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on the Hea rth" . Ah, mem orie s ) memori es~ 

JACK OVERHILL (Cambr idge): I bought my fi rs t car in 1931, a two
seater tourer, with dickey, Morr is Oxford , bullet -nosed model. Big 
balloon tyres. The car was so ,vide that four of us could s it in a ro w. 
Did 21 miles to the gallon . I gav e £12 for it; excellent condition . 
PetTol 1/ ld . a gallon . It remained tha t price all the time I had the car . 
A friend , Noe l Dodd, still livi ng , gav e me my first and unly dri ving
lesson o The nex t day I dr ove my car five mil e;:,. She :;;-topped in 
Gran tche~te1 . No petrol , to my surprise . 'Thtlre was an emp ty 2~gallon. 
can in the ca r

3 
and I walked wirh the can to the nearest ga rage, filled it -

2 t 2a< I've still got the r ec eipt fo1· the car in a fat bound volume of mine 
calle d Memorabilia - - yo ll can guess what that's like , as I'm a hoard er 
by natur e o 

BILL LOF TS (London): A rea lly excelle nt Annual thi s ye ar , and one 
whlc h one ca n dip into agai n and again ~ Concern ing Laurie Sutt on's 
inte re sting pie ce: in 1969 when ' Men Be\tind BoyB F iction' was issued -
I did st at e th crt re searc h was still con ti nuing on lbe list of Charles 
Hamilton sc hools - and 88Ver al additions h ave been found since that 
date . 'Arthu :r-St. John' was cons idere d to be one of Mr . Hamilton ' s 
pen - nam es in the Trap p s Holme s stories , but rule d out simply because 
it equally could have been Henr y St . Jolm Couper , whose writing s in thi s 
fi el d have not been t r ac ed , Ith, also st r ange that although many odd 
sto r ies wtr e found rn the efiects of Charles Hamilton , - none by 
'Arthur St . Juhn ' did turn up . 

E R . Home - Gall showed me hi s correspondence with H A . 
Hinton and School and Sport 7 as well as ha:vin~ las t is sues of the pape r -
whi ch suggests be wro te the final stories . As our editor says so r ightl y , 
Hinton could writ e to some extent - penning a few Magnet yarns , and I 
beli eve it was be who filled in the gaps , Perhaps one day I can write up 
my furt her researc h revelations on the School and Sport sag a . 

BILL BRADFORD (Eali ng): I share the curiosity expressed by the Rev . 
Hobson at the apparen t lack of interest in Chums which I read in weekl y 
or month iy for m fro m 1930 until 1ts dem ise in Jul y 1934 . On that sad 
occas ion th .a Edi tor reco mm~ude d ' ModBm Boy' and pr omis ed gr eat 



things in Chums Annual. 
The Modern Boy was an excellent publication , but had little in 

common with Chums . The Chums Annual fr om 19 35/36 onwaTds was 
reduced to half th~ number of pages and the contents rarely achieved it.s 
former qualities . I am fortunate in having a com plet e set of the Annual s 
and also many weekl y and monthl y parts . The illustrat ed covers of I /
issues 193 2- 193 4 are among the finest in the. hi stor-y of our paper s . 

Regula r contributors were Hylto n Cleave r , Draycott M. Dell 1 

Oswald Dallas , Charl es Gibson , Gunby Hadath , Sydney Horler , John 
Hunte r , D . H . Parry , Geoo E . Rochester , Frank Shaw, S. Walkey , 
Perc y F . Westerman . Illust r ators included Fred Bennett , Cecil 
Glos:::sop, Pau l Hardy and Harry Lane , all of whose work is instantl y 
recognisable. 

14th September , 1982 , is the 90th anniversar y of the first is sue 
of Chums . Perhaps our Edito r would consider a Chums cover for the 
September C .D . ? 

"There are some shrewd contents in yon same pap er . " 
(Merchant of Venice - Act III , Scene II. ) 

HAROLD TRUSCOTT (Deal): In his article The Gre yfriars Guide to 
St . Frank ' s , in the new C .D . Annual . Nie Gayle divides Gre yfriars / 
St. Jim 1 s / Rook:wood lovers, in their re lation to St . Frank f s , into two 
groups : those who have read a little St . Frank 1 s once and decided not 
to read any more , and those who have read none at all. With respect to 
Mr . Gayle, this does not cover all possibilities . There is yet a third 
category , of those who have read a lot of St. Frank's , both as a boy and 
in later li fe , and still do not like the stories . To this category I belong . 

W. T . THURBON (Cambridge) : I think Fr . Hertzberg is wrong to say 
''It is surely inevitable that all fictional detectives must owe something 
to Holmes 11

• Among Holmes' s predecessors is Poe's Dupin (Murder in 
the Rue Morgue , etc . ), Dickens 's Sergeant Bucket and Wilkie Collins 
Sergeant Cuff. There are D' Artagnan ' s deductions about the duel in 
"Vicompte de Bragell one "; Voltaire's "Zadig" , not to mention the 
Prophet Daniel 's "P err y Mason" court exp loit in tbe case of Susanna and 
the Eld ers~ 

Inc identa ll y, talking of Sergeant Bucket and "Bleak House" , do 
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you think that Cha rles Hamilton took the name of Her bert Skimp ole in 
the Gem fr oru Haro ld Skimpol e in "Bleak House " ? 

Have y ou, by chance , r,aad Mark Girou aud' s book on chival ry , 
"Return to Camelot " ? It i s entert aining , but contains one err or that 
will appal all Fra nk Richa r ds fans . On page 266 there is a reference t0 
11the enormously popula r ' Fa.tn.ous Fi ve ' of St . Domini c ' s as endlessl y 
ceta ile d in the Magnet" . 

TOMMY KEEN (Thames Dit ton}: As usual , the Collectors 1 Digest 
Annua l is ah absolut e delight , and I . be ing the type who could not keep 
it for Chr istmas .reading , devoured it imm edi ate ly o 

Being a Gre yfr iar s en thui:;iast , I found l..€slie R owley' s "A 
School for All Seas ons " perfectly de lightfu l , such a wealt h of knowledge 
of the Scho ol, and it s sur r oundings . On reading It, one is at Oreyfr ia rs . 

Also p ra ise to Jack Over hill for bis mov ing stor y 11 Tbe D ove" , I 
envy Mr . Over hill his memories of suc h an adventure - a love ly story . 

Thank s also to Har old Trus cott for hi s appreciation of Johnny 
Bull , a much under - estimat ed charac ter , who with Harry Wharton and 
Hurree Singh , were the three mo s t int eresting members of the Famou s 
Five . (My opinion , of cou r se . ) 

Just one little mino r t.hought - with so much published now about 
puss ies and dog1;ies , I do s incerely hope tbe C .D . Annual will alwa ys be 
known by what it is now , and no t suddenl y become the C , & D . Annual 
(Cat and Dog Annual) . I sens e these four legg ed friends have al re ady 
started to ascend the ladder ~ 

"ROBBY" (Rayle): The "Edito r's Chr i stmas Box" - I have not touched 
anythin g to giv e suc h a wonderfu l and nos talgi c feeling on the (Old) time 
Chr istmas as thi s has done , and it bro ught ba ck memori es long si nce 
forgo tten . 

"The P ri ncess Snowee ' s Corner" i s deligh tful . I love all cats -
stupi dly so - and particula r ly the Pr inc ess and the large bla ck Tom Cat 
next door . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *** * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Best of NEW YEARS t o a ll at EXCELSIOR HOUSE and to Fe llow Coll ec tors. 

GERALD FISHMAN , NEW YORK 
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News cl the Old 6oys· ~ool Clubs • • • • • 
:MIDLAND 

At our Novem ber me e ting , 11 mem bers atte nded . We s hall 
ex pect more on 1 5th December ·. as we ha ve hir ed a bigger room. . 

Most of the meeting wa s given to discussion preparing for the 
Chr i st mas party , but we sti ll manag ed one or t wo of our regular featu res . 

The Anni vers ary Numbf:r and Collectors' Item wer e on display , 
The A .N . was Magn et 511, dat ed 24th of Novem ber ; 1917 , and 64 years 
old to the day . The C el . was a bound volum e of :Mag nets \a re al beaUL-y) 
Nos . 501 - 540 , I wonder how much a dealer woul d want for suc h a 
volume . Great inte rest was sh own in thes e fea tu re s . 

An item of inte r est in "The Bookselle r " ca talugu e ran as follows: 
"Quille r P ress , Bill y Bunte r by Fra nk Ri chards . edit ed by Kay O.rlon. 
1)rice £3 . 95 . " Is Howard Bake r about to be imita ted? 

We had t ime for a game of Tom Porter's Gre yfri ar s Bing o. As 
us ual Geoff La rd ner won it. How does he do it so often ? 

Ivan Webs ter re ad a singl e chapte r from Howard Bak er 1 s Magnet , 
Volo No . 13 , Btmte r tryi ng to get Linle y to withdraw fro m a La tin exam 
for which Quelc h will gi ve a hand s ome cl assi c volum e as th e p:rize . 

Bunter natura lly does not wan t the book , but hi s uncle has 
offered io give him £5 if he wins it . Bunte r 1 s id ea i s for Mark Linley 
to give Bunter th e Latin verses he h as prepared so that th e Fa t Owl can 
copy them out . 

Nobo dy will be surprised to lear n the Fat Owl is ejected fro m 
Linle y ' s stud y wi th his boot landing on the tightest trousers at 
Greyfriars, We all enjo ye d Iva n ' s amusing read ing . 

By the tim e this report is being read in the C .D . Chris t mas will 
have come and gone , so I take this opportunit y to wish a ll O . B . B , C . 
enthusiasts everyw here , the age - old wish - a Happ y New Year . 

J ACK BELLFIE LD - Correspondent 

CAMBRIDGE 

Th e Club met at the home of Edw ar d Witt en on Sunday , 5th 
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Dece mber . Bill Thurbon ta lke d about the regression theory , the 
experiences of peopl~ unde :r hypnosis re calling what appeared to be 
exper iences of the pa st , a subject on which Vic Hearn had previous ly 
spoken to the club . Bill bad found Vic' s talk ve r y interesting , but one 
that r ai sed man y que stions . He pointed out the mat1y changes that had 
taken plac~ in the lifetime of himself and J ack, and wonde re d what thE:! 
man of 2081 would think of our ct:intur y ? He pointed out al so the many 
ques ti ons r ai sed by re gr ession under hypnosis - and whether the 
11subjec t " was rea lly 11regressing" or resp onding to sugges ti ons by the 
hypno tist . He thought the re was still as muc h tr uth in Hamlet' i:, "the re 
ar e mor e thing s in Hea ven and Ea r th , Hor atio , than are dreamed on in 
your philosop hy " as when Shakespear e first. wr ote it . A pos s ibl e answer 
to the regression theo ry was the Gre ek idea of tr ans mig r ation of souls , 
which was held by some Ea ster n relig ions - rei nc ar nation . It was 
int eres tin g to see how man y aut hor s had writt en stories on the theme of 
re inca rnation t or of "tim e t ravel" or som e similar theme, and how they 
had t re ated it . He quoted fro m Ride r Hagga rd , an early Sexton Blak e 
tale , "A cas e of reincarnat ion11

, A Merrill , Hilda Lewis , Wilbut Smit h, 
Ron ald Welc h , W. Douglas Duff 1 John Dickson Carr , Edwin Lester 
Arnold , Edith Nes bit , Rudyar d Kipling , Jack London , Philip High , 
Marg aret Baker , and Ali son Uttle y. An interesting discussion followed , 
whic h reached no definit e concl usion on the subject ~ "Th ere are more 
thing s - - - " 

After enJoying Edwa r d's magnifi ce nt spread, to which Mrs, 
Over hilJ bad added a Chri stmas cake ? the meeti ng sa t round Edwa rd's 
fire and told Chr istm a s sto r ie s~ Vic Hearn led off with a delightful 
story of a modern Scroog e , and Ke ith followe d with a Chr istmas sto ry 
of a snow ed up train . Roy Whi sk in r ead extr acts from the "F es t ive 
se as on " section of "Gr eyfri ars for Grown -ups'' , Edward Witt en rea d a 
hil a rious shor t s tory about an unfort unate ly nam ed variety of potat oes . 
J ack Over hi11 then r ead out the questions in the "Digest" song qui z, 
which produ ced short bursts of more or less mel odious singing , and 
follo wed this up with one of his marvellous sto ries of Christma s in hi s 
boyhood . 

As so often happen s at a Chris tma s mee ting of the club , .Jack's 
talk brought a glow to our hear t s , and we broke up

1 
after warmly 
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thanki ng Edward fo'r his hospitalit y , wishing one anothe r a Happy 
Christmas . 

LONDON 

There wa::l an excellen t atte ndan ce at the Ea ling- m~eting despite 
the sev er e inclement weather . Naturall y, the state of the roads 
deba rre d the long di stan ce memben1 from atte nding . Mary Cadogan , in 
the chair , welcomed all those who had made the journey . Both Bob 
Blyth e and Sam Tbu r bon were unavoi dably unable to attend due to 
indisposition.s and the wishe s of all prese nt expr es sed for their speedy 
rec overy . Tony Rees read his poem "A Dr eam of Greyfr ia rs" which 
was accorded applaus e . 

Brian Doyle and Laur ie Sutton ti ed for first place in Bill 
Bradford ' s "Titles , last numbers and last the title of severa l Jast 
numbers" quiz , prizes awarded to the winners and runner - up, 
w;enerousl y dona ted by Bill Bradfo r d and Maurice King , Bill Bradford 
drew Collectors' Digest for his one minute talk in a competition 
suggested by Brian Doyle . About a do zen members took part and 
inte r esting to see Horace Owen, no mean Blakianain, dra w the Thomson 
papers . 

The feed in the Rag was excellent and there wa s a gr eat spirit of 
concord and convi viality . But as the snow beg·an to be hea vy , some 
members had to bid ad ieu . A full r eport of what transp ired after tea 
will app ear in th e club's news le t te r for Janua ry next 1 plus the 
provis i ona l rendezvous at Shepper ton on Sunday. 10th Jan uary < Heart y 
votes of thank s were acc orded to the host s , Bill and Thel ma Bradfo rd 
for their outstan ding ho spitality . BEN WHITER 

NORTHERN 

Chris tm as Pa r ty , 12th Decembe r, 1981 

While most of Britain bad falls of snow . Leeds was fortunate in 
being clear - but this did not help to boost attendanc e of only sixteen 
peo ple - somewhat low for a Christmas Part y, but perhaps some of our 
membe rs had encountered some bad weather . 

Nevertheless , it was a cosy gathering . It is not our custom to 
have any official busi ness on these occasions - apart from a lib rary 
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session - as a numbE:r of 1rembers bring along thei r spouse::i and it 
would not be fair to them . 

Some sad news though - we had learned that Ron Hodgoon who 
lived near Donca ster , had died that very morning . This came as a 
g-reat shock to us all and at the end of the proceedings , we st ood in 
sil e nce for one minute in a tribute to Ron . We had not se en Ron for twv 
ye ars , owing to his having an "itin erant " 30b and negotiationb wer t:: in 
plac e for him to work and liv e in Torqua y . 

One _pers on we we.ce plea sed to st::e , was Ma ion Wilde, the 
widow of our much - loved e-x- Chai r man , Geoffre y. Marion bad brought 
along some books from Geoffre y' s coll ection that she wanted to be used 
as prizes . 

After refres hments, various games were pla yed - and &ome 
members pc;rtrayed their acting expert ise in a silent melodrama - so 
ably narrated by Geoffrey Good. To conclude , a Christmas reading 
from the Mauleverer Tower s se r ies, by Geoffrey . This was much 
appr ec iat ed by our memb ers and the excerpt showed Charles Hamilton 's 
capab ilities at introducing humour into his stor ies , espec iall y where 
Bunter was involved - and even more so , when attempting to "bilk" a 
taxi - driver~ 

Ve cy soon, it was 9 . 30 p . m. and time to wish each other the 
compliments of the Sea son . All Northern Club Members wish all C .D . 
readers the ver y best for 1982 . JOHNNY BULL MINOR 
(Eric Fayne adds : Here at Excelsior House we are very , very deeply grieved to leam of the 
death of Ron Hodgson. We have lost, in Ron, one of the finest and most loyal of all our 
reader s . His memory will never di e, ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * *"' * * ... * GOLDEN FUN No. 12. Our Now'. The magazine for the collector of the British comic and 
storypaper. This latest issue features interview with Bob Nixon (form er artist Lord Snooty , 
Roger the Dodger, Frankie Stein); interview with Alfred Bestall (Rupert Bear' s author / artist) ; 
appreci ation of the Wolf of Kabul (by Lofts & Adley); intervi ew with Charles Chilton (Jet 
Morgan , Riders of the Range); appreciation of Barry Ford (the writer of western strips). 
40 pages. Price £2. 10 plus 19p postage, from: 

ALAN and LAUREL CLARK, 24 ARUNDEL ROAD 
TUNBRIDGE WEUS, KENT, TN1 1TB 
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IBOSE LOVELY LOVE STORY PAPERS by :Mabel McKay 

''Ne ll was under middle height and so sm all and slen de r sh e 

looked almost like a child. Her co mplexion was creamy white. Her 

eyes we re a l arge, lu stro us blue , fr inged with lo ng bla ck lashes and 

he r silken hair was a glorious golden auburn." 

No, not from Mills and Boon, but an extract from "Fireside 

Novels " 1886. 
Those love story papers. How th ey have survived ge neration s 

of change. Wars and depressions . Banned by pa r ents and read avid ly 

by young gir l s . Di dn't we love them? 'The heroes were handsome, 6 ft. 

mi ll ionaires, the girls beautifu l and virtuous and true love always 

t riumphed on the la st page. Even the nam es of the papers were 

roman tic ; Bow Bell s 1903, Heartsea se 1903 and My Queen . Thi s la st 

nam ed one was put out by Aldine Pub. Co. These were foll owed by the 

Horners Penn y Stories, Sunday Stories, Penn y Pictorial 190 9, and 

Women's World - this was published by Ama lgamated Press . My first 

experience with these papers was the day when visiting my Grandm other 

and she gave me some of the se paper s to keep me quiet. Horners and 

Sunday Stories must have had a long run as I have copies dated 1903 

an d I did not see them until the time I mentioned above in 1925. 

Then came Pam ' s Paper, P eg's P ape r, Be tty's Paper and Pe g's 

Compa nion in the 1920' s and 1930' s . The se were the favourites in my 

y outh. 
1950' s were the years of the Miracle, Oracle, Silver Star and 

Glam our. 
Then came a lull in the written story with a surfeit of Pi ct ure 

Love Comics plentifu ll y lard ed with informat ion and photograp hs of the 

current "Pop" s tar s . 
But now, what do we find in thes e days of liberated woman. 

What do these enlightened girls read? Why, Mill s and Boon, of cou r se . 

Those romanti c stories of love in far - away places and what do you know 

the heroe s are handsom e 6 ft. millionaire s, the gir l s are beautifu l and 

virtuous and true love triumphs on the la st page. 

Peop le don't change, not rea lly . Under all that modern 

sophisticatio n we are still romantic at heart. 
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WANTED: BF'L 337, "Rivals of Rippingham". 
tvffiARNS, 4 OGILVJE PLACE, BRIDGE OF ALLAN, FK9 4TE 

* * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: Howard Baker Magnet reprints, Volumes No. 12, 14, 20, 26, 52, 53 , 64, 66. 

£4. 00 each, postage extra, 
BOB BLYTHE, 47 EVELYN AVE., KINGSBURY, LONDON, NW9 OJF. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: Bullseye 41, 89; Surprise No. 3; Film Fun 571. Buy, exchange, or photostats of 

last two . 
SUTTON, 41 SWALECLIFF AVE,, MANCHESTER, M23 9DN 

* * * * * * **** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED: B.F. 4d. Lib. 514, "Nipper at St. Frank's"; 542, "Staunchest of Chums"; "The 

Borgia Head Mystery" by Victor Gunn. 
CHURCHILL, 43 RETREAT RD., TOPSHAM, EXETER 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
MAGNETS FOR SALE at £1 each; also Gems. Will exchange for 1930 onwards Wizards. 

WATSON, "OLYMPUS", SANDFORD MILL RD . , CHELMSFORD, ESSEX 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SEXTON BLAKES for Sale. S. a . e. : 

KEARNS, 25 SPRINGHALL CLOSE, SHELF, HALIFAX 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALEiEX CHANGE: Nelson Lees, Magnets , Gems , B,F. L., S. O. L., Thomsons, etc. 
WANTS: Thomsons, Champion, S. O. L., Magnets, H.B. re-prints, Cigarette Cards. 

G. HOARE, 13 BURNSIDE, WITTON GILBERT, DH! 6SE 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CHRISTOPHER LOWDER WRITES 

You' re right: it does seem odd -- that dive in the price of petrol 
from 2/6d . a gallon (1927) to the 1/6d . of a decade later . And on 
reading your comments, I thought I'd perhaps made an error in 
transcription . But no, Chester's entry is quite clear: "Petrol, 13 galls . 
@ 2/6d. -- £1- 12-6" . There may well have been a score of reasons why 
petrol did plummet in price (would coming off the Gold Standard have 
anything to do with it?), but whatever they were, it did. 

cont 1 d . bottom of Page 32 •• . 
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STOP PRESS. Result of our Christmas Song Teaser Competition. 

Once again our little song competition roused a great deal of interest among the large 

numbers of readers who have memories of the old days when songs had proper tunes and were 

not Just a row. It must have set many folk humming and warbling in many homes this 

Christmas. 
The following is the correct list of the song titles: l. Little Grey Home in the West.. 

2. I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles. 3. Burlington Bertie. 4. Knees up, Mother Brown. 
s. Wyoming, 6, If You Were the Only Girl in the World. 7. A Little Bit of Heaven. 

8. Till the Sands of the Desert Grow Cold, 9. Alexander's Ragtime Band, 10. Oh, You 

Beautiful Doll. 11, In the Twi-Twi - Twilight, 12. Roamin' in the Gloamin'. 13. Meet 

Me To-night in Dreamland. 14, She'll be Coming Round the Mountain. 15. My Dreams 

are Getting Better All the Time, 16. Coming in on a Wing and a Prayer. 17. God Send 

You Back to Me. 18. My Old Man's a Dustman. 19. When I Grow Too Old to Dream. 

20, After the Ball. 21. The Lambeth Walk. 
The best entry came horn Mr. Donald Webster of Bideford, who had 16 correct. 

Congratulations to him for his wonderful memory. He will receive a lovely little collectors' 
item: an excellent copy of S. B. L. No. 218, "The Case of the Bendigo Heirloom" , a Sex t on 

Blake-Leon Kestrel story, newly-bound in red with the title in gold letters. 

Three entries had 15 correct. They were sent in by Mr. F. R. Lowe of Derby; 

Mr. E. Lawrence of Wokingham; Mr. L. Sutton of Orpington. £1 is being sent to each of 

our three runners-up. 
In conclusion, grateful thaoks to all who had a shot at the little contest, thus helping 

to make it the great success it has been. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
CHRISTOPHER LOWDER WRITES continued 

As for Mr. Hertzberg' s 'grouse' (his word) that it was neither 
necessary nor desirable that I translated old money into new in my 
piece, he is, of course, wrong. It occurred to me that he may well be 
the only man alive today pottering around jingling half crowns in his 
pocket. What he cle

0

arly fails to understand is that there are actually 
readers of this magazine who are (relatively speaking) quite young. 
Anyone born during the years 1965-1970 (and I understand there are 
subscribers to, or readers of, C .D. from this period) would have had 
little or no experience, and thus understanding, of old money. To such 
readers, the figures '9/ 8d', say, or (worse) terms such as 'one and four-
pence three-farthings', are utterly meaningless, and it's no good writing 
in code if only half your readers understand what on earth you're talking 
about. What I can't understand iR why Mr. Hertzberg should be so upset. 
Edited by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, 113 Crookham Rd. 1 Crookham, Nr. Aldershot, Hants. 

Litho duplicating by York Dupl icating Services, 53 Low Petergate, York, YOt 2HT. 


